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GIVE ME WATER

——For the Recitation on Atomic Bomb Memorial Day—

Give me water

Give me light

Give me voices

Give me words

in order that those who died silently

are able to sleep calmly.

Those who were atomic bombed in Hiroshima
Those people

who died silently

Why couldn’ t they say “Please give me life” ?

Why didn1t say so?

August 6th 1945

By atomic bomb, men, women, elderly, youth, students, babies
All died

Dogs, cats, birds, grass and trees, all died

The ground died

but there were those who are living, but died,

That life of death

At that time, as were those who were living

at the point of death?

Or as they were they already dead, couldnl1t they say
“Give me water” ?

Nay, it wasnlt

Nay, it wasnlt.

“Give me”

Toward dawn

Stretching arms

Give me light

In order that mankind can live as mankind

Give me



Voices,

Words and

Life:

Letls truly shout,

all of as people who are now living!

In order that those who died
without even crying
“Give me water”

are able to sleep calmly.

Give me water
Give me light
Give me voices
Words and

Life.
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UNDER THE STAR OF HIROSHIMA

“Armand, I have to write to you now

That I will not be able to come back to you again.
Because of cancer or something worse.

My skin peels off and flies away

Like a robe fluttering in the wind.”

“Doctor, blow me your breaths, Doctor.
Days pass away from a long expectation.
I cannot understand at all this, my role.
What is happening to me?

This drama is written in the color of blood.”

In the next scene what will happen?
I don’'t know. Nobody knows.
To read this tragedy

To see through the mystery and the secret



I must use a microscope.

“Sitting before a mirror, I comb my hair.
The color of my hair flies away from me,
Like smoke blown away by the wind.

My hair has turned white.”

“Armand, about beauty, about youth,

What should I think of them now?”

“This is a strange role, Doctor,
I am acting slowly my venture
To give you time.

Inside me a graceful orchid will start growing.”

Midori, Midori,
It is always dark, and in the midst of the night
In the drama of blood

There is nothing but the endless dark night.

“In the night on a hill where cherry blossoms are in bloom
I will dance under the moon in May.

How pleasant it will be!”

The hands of my lover are as the caresses of a fan.

His kiss is a gentle rain which falls on my flowers.

I will give birth to the child I have dreamed of.

He will resemble me.

He will smile like a cherry blossom
He will open his eyes like pearls

Toward the moon on my breasts.

He will resemble me.

Doctor, please revive me.
Inside me
A terrible death has settled

More terrible than the god of death.

Each of my bones is an anvil from hell.

I am fearful to give birth to one who will be horrified.

Among dead birds, a burning stream floats
Cradling nameless dead bodies.

I am in moonlight.

Carrying flowers, drowned without resisting the current

In my drama of blood



I will slowly bring forth

Death for the end of the world.

“Even now, Armand,
About my love, about my youth,

What should I think ?”

The Atomic death
Under the irradiation of strontium

Under the irradiation of beta rays and gamma rays.

Farewell, farewell, Midori Naka!
For your bravery

For your beautiful memory, please take a camellia.

A flake of snow!

To create a shout to protect you

A whole life is left to you.

A white camellia!

Nothing more of Hiroshima.

Midori Naka!

You are a flake of snow.

VI

Children in Hiroshima will grow up.

Tomorrow, when 1 grow up

Mother, when I grow up

But a god of death has settled at a doorway in the city.

A heavy mantle of a new city was thrown

On my shoulders and on my boyhood.

But a god of death is still sitting on the edge of an empty space.

Tomorrow, Mother,

when [ grow up

I will tame the sun

Collecting all the mirrors to reflect life

I will become a scientist.

Throwing light at physics

I will study hard and make a lot of friends



In every laboratory on earth

When I grow up.

But terror has settled on the paved stones of the doorway.

I will find out the way to go.
I will find out a passage between pain and indifference.
On transparent tears

a good intelligence will shine bright

But a god of death still sits

At the crossroad for strategy.

I will grow up.

Translated by Hiromitsu Oshima from French into Japanese.

Translated from Japanese into English by Noriko Mizusaki.
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THE DAY I FIRST LEARNED OF THE ATOMIC BOMB

From my mother I learned of it on the day my father's ashes came home.
My mother and aunt had gone a great distance,

to the place of my father’'s new appointment

where his remains were returned.

With our grand—parents,

we, children waited anxiously for Father's return.

Mother and aunt came back completely exhausted.

“We could hardly board the train,

with passengers even clinging to the roof;

throwing their baggage through the window, people got on—
The stronger ones the worst.

No one respects the remains of the war dead.”

“They said a new type of bomb had fallen—

in only a moment humans were completely stripped of all skin.”

In our evacuation home.

the square wooden box wrapped with white cloth rested.

We didn't know for a certainty whether the remains were my father’s or not,
but these were the remains

of those ten souls who shared the same fate,

of those who shared their last moment in the same plane.

Compared to the ashes of the tens of thousands of war dead

whose ashes were never returned,

we should appreciate something like ashes coming home.

My aunt who accompanied mother on that trip

has already passed away;

mother is still with us,

though all memories in her brain have perished——

The new bombs they learned of in the train,

perhaps, the Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima.

The newly—created weapon which instantly stripped off human skin
fell also in Nagasaki;

So the war ended.

I can't now ascertain the date when they went to receive father's ashes,
before the end of war or after,
The day I first learned of the Atomic Bomb

was the day my father’ s ashes returned.
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